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, „ U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION . \ 

. , Washington , . , 

• | 6 ,000 RESTITUTION WON BY PUERTO RIC/JJ SUGiĴ  MILL EMPLOYEES 

F i r s t s e t t l emen t of a s u i t by sugar i n d u s t r y "dead season" employees i n Puorto 

Rico for r e s t i t u t i o n of unpaid minimum wages under t h e F a i r Labor Standards Aot, 

r e s u l t i n g in payment of $6,000 to 80 workerSj was announced today in a cablegram 

rece ived by Colonel P h i l i p B. Fleming, Admirds t ra tor of tho '̂ '̂ age and Hour D iv i s i on , 

from P h i l i p F . Herr ick , reg iona l a t t o r n e y of t h e Di-vision in Puer to Rico . 

The case was tha t of Inocenoio Cuadrado end 79 o thers -vs. A. Roige, 
.... 'i'y*',i-' ' 

successor to Eulogia Roige, Agripino Roige and Adaiber to Roige, who opera tes a 

sugar mi l l knov/n as Cent ra l El Ejemplo, a t Humacao, and cnother smal le r one a t 

Yabucao, He a l so owns and o p e r a t e s a r a i l r o a d t r a n s p o r t i n g sugar cane to the m i l l s 

and sugi r to embarkation p o i n t s for shipment t o t h e mcdnland of the United S t a t e s . 

The s u i t , o r i g i n a l l y claiming -$6,836.14, p lus cn oqual anount as l i q u i d a t e d 

damages, a l leged t h a t Roige was paying fn.ctory workers 12 and 13 cents an hour 

incthO'imili-s, inc luding r e p a i r v/ork dur ing the "dead season" , and v/as paying r a i l ­

road workers 12 and 18 c e n t s an hour . Tho s e t t l e m e n t represents payment of the 

d i f fe rence between the wages p a i d and tho minimum wage -of 30 cen t s an hour 

s t i u p u l a t o d by the Act, and .agree.'ient t o pay the minimum wage to the v/orkers i n 

the f u t u r e . 

The se t t l emen t was mt'.de d e s p i t e a r u l i n g by Jvidge Robert A. Cooper, of t h e 

D i s t r i c t Court of t h e United S t a t e s for Puerto Rico, i n the case of Quinones v s . 

Cen t ra l Igualdad, t h a t "dead season" workers are not covered by the Act . ^obor t 

W, Cla iborne , a t t o m e y for tho defondrnt , s t a t o d , hw/ever, t h a t Roige sa id he 

r e a l i z e d tha t v/hile Judge Cooper h?̂ d ru led t h c t t he Act did not c jver "dead season" 

v/orkers, he f e l t i t too dangerous t o fol low t h a t r u l i n g in view of t h e p o s s i b i l i t y 

of r e v e r s a l on appea l . i 
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The r e s u l t , according to Claiborne, i s tha t a l l Roige's employees, esxcept 

agr icul tura l v/orkers, are being included in the settlement and in the future wil l 

receive the minimum wage. 

Although the koige case i s the f i r s t settlement of a su i t by employees in 

Puerto Rioo, i t i s the second r e s t i t u t i o n case, the other being a consent 

judgment case involving the payment of $2555.00 to 97 em.ployees of the Armando 

Corporation, garment makers, on June 19. The complaint in th is case was 

ins tu tu ted by the V\''age and Hour Division, The company has i t s factory at 

Santurce, a suburb of San Juan. ••' ' -'• .' -
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